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Sean MacDiarmada who reviewed 
the Volunteers at The Swan in 7 9 7 5 

During the late summer of 1915, they 
organised an Aeriocht in Portlaoise. The 
money raised by this event was used to buy 
arms for the Company - mainly shotguns. 
This Aeriocht was attended by Captain Tom 
McCarthy and Donal O'Hannigan. 

The area was next visited by Liam 
Mellows and Sean MacDiarmada, who held a 
review of Irish Volunteers at The Swan, 
Wolfhill. 

In October 1915, Liam Mellows again 
attended a meeting of the Circle members at 
the home of lohn Dowling, Ridge Road, 
Portlaoise. 

At the meeting, Liam Mellows, gave a lecture on 
army demolition work. The Company were being kept in trim, and Michael 
Gray states that "they were given to understand that the Volunteers would 
take definite action to strike for freedom before the Great War ended". In the 
autumn of 1915, the Company was asked to attend a lecture on the demoli­
tion of railways at Volunteer Headquarters, 2 Dawson Street, Dublin. 

In January 1916, the Company was visited by Piaras Beaslai and 
Lieutenant Eamon O'Kelly. This meeting was held in the Town Hall, Portlaoise. 
They delivered addresses impressing on the Volunteers, the urgency of organ­
ising and of more intensive training in view of the imminence of the Rising. 
After this meeting Beaslai and O'Kelly dealt with the position of the I.R.B. and 
the possibility of it being extended, strengthened and better organised 
throughout the county. A short time later, Gregory Murphy came down from 
General Headquarters in Dublin, and gave the Company a lecture on small 
arms and musketry. 

The next meeting of the Circle was attended by a representative 
from Headquarters, Eamon Fleming, whose home address was The Swan. This 
meeting was held in the open, on the M�elick Road, which links the 
Portlaoise/ Abbeyleix road with the Portlaoise/Timahoe road. The message 
Eamon Fleming brought from Dublin was that they should be on the alert as 
the Rising was planned for around Easter. 
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On Sunday, 16th April, 1916, Eamon Fleming came down from 
Headquarters and met the Laois Volunteers in St. Patrick's Hall, Portlaoise -
also known as the Old Tin Shed. He told the Company that the Rising would 
definitely take place and that he would come down again from Dublin with 
details of the date and hour and what missions the Laois Volunteers were to 
undertake. He impressed on the Volunteers that notwithstanding any counter­
manding orders that might come from the Volunteers Executive, these duties 
were to be carried out. When the meeting ended, Eamon Fleming told P.J. 
Ramsbottom secretly that the Rising in Laois was planned for 7 p.m. on Easter 
Sunday night. He instructed P.J. to call a meeting of the Company for St. 
Patrick's Hall on Holy Thursday night and that he would attend and tell the 
Company of the decision to rise. 

P.J. Ramsbottom states in his statement to the Bureau of Military 
History that at the time the Company had the following arms in their posses­
sion: "One Martini-Henry rifle and 100 rounds of ammunition belonging to 
Tom Brady. There were five .25 automatic pistols and 25 rounds for each of 
them. In addition we had a stone of blasting powder with some fuses and det­
onators". 

'-Crif)� 
·-._ _ _) 

. .. .. . 

(_ 
Pearses' order to start the Rising in Laois received on Good Friday 

by Paddy Fleming and delivered on the same evening to Eamon Fleming. 
It reads, Q, 1916 Ballyfin, 23rd inst, 7pm. Acknowledge by bearer on arrival. 
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