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During the late summer of 1915, they
organised an Aeriocht in Portlaoise. The
money raised by this event was used to buy
arms for the Company - mainly shotguns.
This Aeriocht was attended by Captain Tom
McCarthy and Donal O'Hannigan.

The area was next visited by Liam
Mellows and Sean MacDiarmada, who held a
review of Irish Volunteers at The Swan,
Wolfhill.

In October 1915, Liam Mellows again
attended a meeting of the Circle members at
the home of lohn Dowling, Ridge Road,
Portlaoise.

Sean MacDiarmada who reviewed
the Volunteers at The Swan in 1915

Atthe meeting, Liam Mellows, gave a lecture on
army demolition work. The Company were being kept in trim, and Michael
Gray states that "they were given to understand that the Volunteers would
take definite action to strike for freedom before the Great War ended". In the
autumn of 1915, the Company was asked to attend a lecture on the demoli-
tion of railways at Volunteer Headquarters, 2 Dawson Street, Dublin.

In January 1916, the Company was visited by Piaras Beaslai and
Lieutenant Eamon O'Kelly. This meeting was held in the Town Hall, Portlaoise.
They delivered addresses impressing on the Volunteers, the urgency of organ-
ising and of more intensive training in view of the imminence of the Rising.
After this meeting Beaslai and O'Kelly dealt with the position of the I.R.B. and
the possibility of it being extended, strengthened and better organised
throughout the county. A short time later, Gregory Murphy came down from
General Headquarters in Dublin, and gave the Company a lecture on small
arms and musketry.

The next meeting of the Circle was attended by a representative
from Headquarters, Eamon Fleming, whose home address was The Swan. This
meeting was held in the open, on the Meelick Road, which links the
Portlaoise/Abbeyleix road with the Portlaoise/Timahoe road. The message
Eamon Fleming brought from Dublin was that they should be on the alert as
the Rising was planned for around Easter.
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On Sunday, 16th April, 1916, Eamon Fleming came down from
Headquarters and met the Laois Volunteers in St. Patrick's Hall, Portlaocise -
also known as the Old Tin Shed. He told the Company that the Rising would
definitely take place and that he would come down again from Dublin with
details of the date and hour and what missions the Laois Volunteers were to
undertake. He impressed on the Volunteers that notwithstanding any counter-
manding orders that might come from the Volunteers Executive, these duties
were to be carried out. When the meeting ended, Eamon Fleming told P.J.
Ramsbottom secretly that the Rising in Laois was planned for 7 p.m. on Easter
Sunday night. He instructed P.). to call a meeting of the Company for St.
Patrick's Hall on Holy Thursday night and that he would attend and tell the
Company of the decision to rise.

P.J. Ramsbottom states in his statement to the Bureau of Military
History that at the time the Company had the following arms in their posses-
sion: "One Martini-Henry rifle and 100 rounds of ammunition belonging to
Tom Brady. There were five .25 automatic pistols and 25 rounds for each of
them. In addition we had a stone of blasting powder with some fuses and det-

onators".

Tl i | asERR RN Jicei

Pearses' order to start the Rising in Laois received on Good Friday
by Paddy Fleming and delivered on the same evening to Eamon Fleming.
It reads, Q, 1916 Ballyfin, 23rd inst, 7pm. Acknowledge by bearer on arrival.
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THE BRADY SISTERS

The support given by the Brady sisters after Easter Sunday was possibly with-
out parallel in Ireland at that time. They made their house and its environs
available to the Volunteers and provided food and shelter when it was most
needed.

Kathleen and May went to Portlaoise on Easter Monday and subse-
quent days to obtain information on what was happening in Dublin and the
rest of the country. A

After 1916 and up to the ending of hostilities, their house was raided
several times by the British army and R.I.C. The Brady women were active in
Cumann na mBan and it was widely known throughout Ireland that their home
was a safe house for men on the run. Breda, Noreen and May remained in
Laois for the rest of their lives. Kathleen was a teacher and taught in Paris
from the 20's until her death in February 1960. Noreen was unmarried and
died on 9th April 1980 while Breda died on 16th September 1966. May was
married in Clonaslee and she died on 10th June 1920.

: Noree (b. 1902)

" May (b. 1893) Breda (b. 1894) Kathleen (b. 1896)
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CONTRIBUTORS

The Committee wish to thank the following people, companies and
organisations without whom this project would not have been possible.

A.C.C. BANK, PORTLAOISE
A.L.B, PORTLAOISE
SHEILA ALLEN, CAHIR
ANONYMOUS, PORTLAOISE
ANONYMOUS, WALES
AVONMORE FOODS, KILKENNY
GERRY ADAMS
BALLYROAN FIANNA FAiL CUMANN
Batyroan G.A A, Clus
BANK OF IRELAND, PORTLAOISE
JOHN BEHAN, TOLERTON
JOE BENNETT, COOLNAMONA
PADDY BENNETT, PORTARLINGTON PATRICK
& PeGGY BENNETT, COOLNAMONA JIM
BERGIN, PORTLAOISE
JM BIRCH, PORTLAOISE
KEN BLACK, PORTLAOISE
BOOTH CONCRETE, BALLYROAN MAUREEN
BraDY, DUBLIN
GERRY BROWNE, PORTLAQISE
MICHAEL BYRNE, STRADBALLY
MARY BYRNE FLEMING, FERRYBANK

J.J. CAMPION, MOUNTRATH
MARY JOSEPHINE CARLIN, GLASNEVIN
JOHN & EiLeeN CARROLL, BALLYROAN LiAM
CAseY, PORTLAOISE
MATILDA U1 CHUANA, LUGGACURREN ALEX
CLELAND, PORTLAOISE
KATHLEEN CODY, PILTOWN
Tom COLGAN, PORTLAOISE
PATSY CONDRON, BALLYADAMS
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Ger CONNOLLY, T.D., BRACKNAGH
Joe CONROY, PORTLAOISE
MIiCHAEL & PEGGY CONROY, LUGGACURREN
SHeitA CONROY, PORTLAOISE
TerrY CONROY, CLONASLEE
J.J. CONWAY, THE RUSHES
James Cooney, M.C.C., LUGGACURREN
MARTIN COSTIGAN, CLONAD
CouGHLAN O, PORTLAOISE
THOMAS CuLLeTON, T.C., MOUNTMELLICK
JOHN CUSHEN, PORTLAOISE

NED DALY, FARYMOUNT
MR. & MRS. M. DEARLOVE, BIRMINGHAM
AIDAN DELANEY, PORTLAOISE
GRELLAN DELANEY, PORTLAOISE
LOUGHLIN DELANEY, PORTLAOISE
SEAN DELANEY, PORTLAOISE
SHEM DELANEY, BALLYROAN
MicHAEL DEmPSEY, PeDIGREE CORNER
SI0BHAN & DONAL DENHAM, GENEVA
MicHAEL DINEEN, WOLFHILL
DeNIS DOHENY, PORTLAOISE
SEAMUS DONOGHUE, PORTLAOISE
ANDY DoOGUE, CLONAD
* joe DowLING, CORK
PautL DUFFIN, TOGHER
Joe Dunne, M.C.C., PORTLAOISE
MARTIN DUNNE, PORTLAOISE
VINCENT DUNNE, ABBEYLEIX
DUNNES STORES, PORTLAOISE


















